
Directions for vocab toss and tell! 
 

• A classic game of silent ball that’s not so silent!  
• Have a soft football or round ball  
• Each student sits on their desk so they can see everyone  
• The teacher has a master copy of the vocabulary 

words/descriptions 
• Teacher says a word or description and throws the ball to 

a student for them to give an answer  
• If the student correctly answers, they toss it to someone 

else while saying their name as a heads up, and the 
teacher gives another “clue”  

• If the student doesn’t know the answer they can choose 
one person with their hand up who does know. They 
throw the ball to them and stay on their desk to have 
another turn.  

• When you answer correctly, sit down  
• Do this until all students are sitting   

 
Students will love sitting on top of their 
desks and playing a round of toss and tell!  


